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I | when the Staple Food Control Ordinance was enacted, and o5xq
cereal foods were scarce in Piyongysng.l A bread kunown as
slan Bread," about 50 cemtimeters_long and 10 centimeters thick, was put 25X1

on sale for four hours weekly &t 50 won per leoaf. Four loaves was the maximum ‘
one could buy at a time, As many as seven or eight beggars & day went 1o homes /
and asked for food, but few ecitizens hed food to spare and almsgiving was rare .2

In early 1955, city suthorities attempted to establish u camp for beggars; most”

of whom were di s War orphans, end old men; but the camp was 7
unsuccessid., ' there were no plans under comsideration to .. .og5x(1
alleviate the food shortege.d :

2, Bome food items still availadle on the market in May 1955 were:

ITEM uNIT PRICE IN WON
. Apples 1 kilogrem : 180 ‘
Candy drops 1 package 50
Dried Guttlefish each - 10
Fruit gruel dish 180
Boiled beef 21.2 ounces ) 280
Boiled pork 21.2 ounces o 290
‘hi;e ceke eacl; 10

3. Only govermment officials on officiael business trips were able to obtain food
at inne, These officials had been issued food cards that suthorized them to
recelve three meals per dey, Jtotalling 700 grems. Inn meals usually cost 70
won each; lodging cost 100 smn per day. .
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! 4, DPining rooms in governmment-operated departiment stores were open from 1300 p.m.

to 3300 p.m. daily and served meals of stesmed rice and soup for 30 won. These
meals were sold first to military personrnel and secorndly to public officlals,
both with food cards. Private restaurants were usually not allowed to serve
rice to accompany side dishes. If restauranteurs were discovered selling rice
acquired from illegal sources, they might have their resteurants closed by the
govermment .

5. The P'y5ngya.ng water gystem was still being reconstructed; many waber conduits
had already been repaired. Piped water was available from 6:00 a.m. to 9:00
a.am. and from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. daily. Water was to be availstle during
these hours until reconstruction was completed. at an indefinite future date.
The water supply in lower sections of the city was adequate; but higher areas,
such as Sonsong-ni, had great difficulty in obtaining enough water.

Comment | |P'yongyang Radio stated that "natural 25X1
calamities” throughout North Korea had caused & decrease in agricultural
ylelds.

2. Conment . ] 25X1

[there were always between 300 to 40O
beggars at the P'yongyeng railroad station, end that eating in market
places was impossible 'beca.use food would be snatched from one’s hand befors

it could be eaten. 25X1
3. Comment. P'yongyang Radio stated | ‘that Cabinet 25X1
Directive #21 was issued to insure food supplles for the urban population;
s_were to be igsued montmy 25X1
Pryongyeng Radio stated that the Boviet Union | egun <oA1
Ilarge-scale shipments of foodstuf'fs into North Korea.; 45,000 tons were to
have errived| | Other available information indicate25X1

that the North Korean regime 1g strenuocusly attemnmtine ta imnrove the pro-
duction of foodstuffs. The government offeredr rincentive 25X1
payments of extre rations to those cooperetives which overfulfill their

quotes in farming, livestock, and fruit production., North Korean propa-
ganda has also stressed an increase in the fish cateh,

25X1

C-0-N-F-I-D-E-K-T-I.A-L !

Approved For Release 2008/11/12 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007800540001-9




